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FOOD ISSUES
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SOLUTIONS
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On 2nd November 2011, ten people met at Minor Weir and Willis in Perry 
Barr, Birmingham. 

They were taking part in the first New Optimists Forum event. There was both 
plenary and group conversations.

Kate Cooper organised and led the Forum. The conversations was facilitated by 
Norman Leet, and there was live social media reporting by Nick Booth, Jon 
Bounds and Gavin Wray of Podnosh. 

The conversations were also recorded and transcribed. The transcription, along 
with the social media reporting, was analysed by Ellie Richards, with the 
guidance of Professor Frances O’Brien of Warwick Business School. Her simple 
brief was to summarise the content of the conversations in diagrammatic form. 
This document comprises her work.

Nicci MacLeod of the Centre for Forensic Linguistics at Aston University has 
also made a computational linguistic analyses of the conversations which, with 
her expert commentary, is in another document.

Neither Nicci nor Ellie were present at the Forum. Frances aided Norman with 
the facilitation. 

The participants at this Forum were (in alphabetical order by surname):

David Bull, Birmingham City Council’s development strategist.

Dr Rosemary Collier, an entomologist and Director of the Warwick Crop 
Centre.

Professor Liz Dowler, a public health nutritionist and Professor of Sociology at 
the University of Warwick.

Professor Peter Fryer, Head of the School of Chemical Engineering at the 
University of Birmingham.

Dr Gareth Griffiths, a biochemist at Aston University with research interests in 
lipid chemistry/biochemistry and their applications.

Professor Helen Griffiths, Professor of Biomedical Sciences at Aston University 
and Executive Dean. Also founder of the Aston Research Centre for Healthy 
Ageing.

Professor Ian Nabney, Professor of Computer Science at Aston University.

Professor Jim Parle, Professor of Primary Care at Birmingham Medical School, 
also allotment holder and father of two professional chefs.

Dr Eugenio Sanchez-Moran, a plant scientist based in the School of Biosciences 
at the University of Birmingham. 

Professor Hanifa Shah an IT strategist who is also Associate Dean (Research) in 
the Faculty of Technology, Engineering and the Environment at Birmingham City 
University.

n

We are grateful to the following organisations for their support of the New 
Optimists Forum:
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